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secure at Windsor, who might have leant more towards German enterprises, And to this his Britannic Majesty (small gain to him from that adroitness in the Harz, last winter!) has to make front. And is strenuously doing so, by all methods; especially by heroic expenditure of money, and ditto exposure of his Martial Boy. Poor old Wade, last year,—perhaps Wade did suffer, as he alleged, from ' want of sufficient authority in that mixed Army' ? Well, here is a Prince of the Blood, Royal Highness of Cumberland, to command in chief. With a IConigseck to dry-nurse him, may not Royal Highness, luck favouring, do very well ? Luck did not favour; Britannic Majesty, neither in the Netherlands over seas, nor at home (strange new domestic wool, of a tarry Highland nature, being thrown him to card, on the sudden !), made a good Campaign, but a bad. And again a bad (174-6), and again (1747), ever again, till he pleased to cease altogether. Of which distressing objects we propose that the following one glimpse be our last.
Battle ofFontenoy (llth May 1745)
* * ' In the end of April, Marechal de Saxe, now become very famous for his sieges iu the Netherlands, opened trenches before Tournay; King Louis, with his Dauphin, not to speak of mistresses, playactors and cookery apparatus (in wagons innumerable), hastens to be there. A fighting Army, say of 70,000, besides the garrisons; and great things, it is expected, will be done ; Tournay, in spite of strong works and Dutch garrison of 9,000, to be taken in the first place.
'Of the Siege, which was difficult and ardent, we will remember nothing, except the mischance that befell a certain "Marquis de Talleyrand " and his men, in the trenches, one night. Night of 8th-9th May, by carelessness of somebody, a spark got into the Marquis's powder, two powder-barrels that there were; and, with horrible crash, sent eighty men, Marquis Talleyrand and Engineer Du Mazis among them, aloft into the other world; raining down their limbs into the covered-way, where the Dutch were very inhuman to them, and provoked us to retaliate.1 Du Mazis I do not know; but Marquis de Talleyrand turns out, on study of the French Peerages, to be Uncle of a lame little Boy, who became
1 Espagnac, ii. 27.